




 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Proposed Curriculum for a 
School of Integrative Ministry

Course Requirements and Descriptions 

Ministry Specializations 
In addition to the core requirements of the school it is anticipated that a series of streams or concentrations could also be added as suggestions for special emphasis for students with a specific ministry context in mind. They could be entitled: 


Evangelism and Church Health


Technology in Ministry


Youth Specialties

World Class Missions


Healing Communities

Potential New Course Descriptions 
These descriptions are proto-types only of what should be offered. Instructors for each course would be expected to re-write the descriptions accordingly. 

Practical Theology for Everyday Life -Building from the premise that every Christian is called to be a minister in some capacity, this course offers a review of the present state of the field of Practical Theology and its implications for every believer in their particular vocation. Students are encouraged to discern the activity of God within their specific situation. Working from a dialogical interaction with the biblical, systematic, and historical disciplines students are required to articulate a practical theology for their particular calling in life whether it be in the church, the home, the school, or the marketplace.  

Planning Strategically for the New Millennium - If you don’t know where you are going how you know when you get there?  Students will learn to plan, implement and evaluated a comprehensive strategic planning process for various church, non-profit and for-profit organizational contexts using proven planning methodology to more effectively discern, articulate and share corporate vision.  Students will understand the value of a “culture of planning” for effective program development and administration through the use of self-initiated goals and strategies and self-evaluation in the process. 

Breaking the Addiction Cycle - A basic overview of what causes addiction and how it can be dealt with through existing or innovative structures within the local church setting. Students will learn to deal with all kinds of addictions: alcohol, illegal substances, food, sex, etc. and form supporting communities to help people maintain freedom from the bondage of addiction. 

Multimedia and the Gospel - A historical review of the church and the performing arts provides the basis for presenting contemporary alternatives for the gospel presentation today.  Students are challenged to use their creative insights in developing “state-of-the-art” dramatic, vocal, photographic and multi-media presentations of the gospel for reaching a more and more secular world.  The final project will be presented in some public forum for feedback and evaluation.

Small Groups That Matter - Healthy spiritual community is essential for the intimacy and accountability in the body of Christ.  A biblical paradigm for community is offered and practical components are discussed for small group formation, leadership, support, and evaluation.  The class looks at the use of small groups for evangelism, assimilation, support, care and ministry.  The small group format is utilized and modeled during the class sessions. 

Introduction to Family Ministry - More and more churches are seeing the need for integration rather disintegration of the family at the church door.  The challenges facing staff, budgeting, and program demands of traditional church models of organization are discussed with greater emphasis on the family as a unit in mind.  Such imperatives as cross-generational worship, teaching and ministry involvement are addressed in order to prepare students to assume the role of family pastor on church staff. 


Psychological/sociological Principles of Church Growth/Health - A course that investigates the claims and realities of church growth advocacy from theoretical and pragmatic perspectives. Students assess stated church growth principles, practices of churches experiencing phenomenal growth, the psychological/sociological principles employed by proponents of the church growth movement and critique three prominent models of successful church growth: Willow Creek Community Church-Illinois, Saddleback Community Church-S. California, Crystal Cathedral -S.California, and the Full Gospel Church of Seoul, Korea.  

Fundamentals of Construction and Real Estate Negotiations - One of the primary responsibilities of pastors today is real estate acquisition, development, management, and improvement.  In this course students will learn the basics of actual building construction from the “ground up” including developing construction plans, compiling accurate material lists, budgeting issues, avoiding zoning pitfalls while gaining speedy approval, recruiting and supervising volunteers and contractors, and negotiating lease arrangements from both Landlord and tenant perspectives.  Students will spend a large portion of the course on an actual construction site either at the college or in a local church environment. 

Budgeting for Church and Ministry - Students will learn the rudiments of the use of a budget as a planning and evaluating instrument.  Both personal and ministry budgeting principles are presented.  Students will prepare a personal and ministry budget for evaluation for the course.

The Role of Worship in Church Health - A review of contemporary worship models is offered with a view toward enabling students to correctly discern the right model for each particular environment.  Worship is embraced as a lifestyle that extends beyond church services into the everyday life of the believer and the implications of this for outreach, discipleship and holistic community are addressed. 

Priority of Prayer - The focus of this course is on the importance of prayer as a foundation for any ministry be it church, para-church, marketplace or home based.   Attention is given to the scriptural and church tradition regarding this discipline as well as a review of the most salient literature regarding the efficacy of prayer.  An analysis of what prayer is and what makes it effective is a key component to the course. 

Enabling the Disabled - This course will review the issues surrounding practices to more fully integrate the more marginalized members of our culture within the mainstream of our ministries.  Issues pertaining to empowering people to overcome emotional, physical and psychological handicaps are addressed.


Principles for Planting and Re-Planting Healthy Churches - Contemporary paradigms for church growth such as Cell-based (David Yongi Cho); Seeker-sensitive (Bill Hybels);  Outreach-focused (Doug Murren); Classical Pentecostal (Jack Hayford);  and Purpose-driven (Rick Warren) models are evaluated to determine the basic principles employed and critiqued for effectiveness in various church-planting contexts. 

Theology and Practice of Evangelism- A course which builds from the premise that beliefs about conversion directly impact evangelism practices. Using spiritual journey as the essential paradigm for the conversion process, students are taught to develop their own practical theology of evangelism. Students are challenged to assess evangelism methodologies based on five criteria: is it dialogical in method, biblical in basis, spiritual in dimension, communal in context, and holistic in scope. Practical implications of these principles are explored.

Practical Pentecostalism in a Post-Modern and Post-Denominational Context - Building from a historical overview of classical Pentecostal doctrine and practice students will learn how to relate the principles derived from this exercise to a post-modern culture focusing on the role of spiritual narrative, discovering the spiritual dimension in life, spiritual and ministry gifting in everyday life, the dynamics of Pentecostal worship and hermeneutics as they relate to contemporary culture

World Class Missions within Local Churches - As the world becomes more and more of a village the need for global understanding is on the increase.  Students will learn how to establish real connectivity to global mission efforts through communication links and networking with active missionaries and their agencies.  Focus will be given to a theology of mission as it pertains to local churches, establishing a viable mission program for sending and supporting both short and long-term missionaries from within the local church. 
Embracing Multi-culturalism - Through the lens of many different guest lecturers, this class will take a close look at today’s complex issues in the church such as urbanization, multiculturalism, and economic disparity.  The emphasis is on an understanding of the need for inclusivity for all peoples regardless of race, ethnicity, or Social Economic Status and the practical implications of this imperative for church leadership, program structure and personnel.  

Technology and the Church - Students will learn the basics necessary to help a church establish a provocative and contemporary media image. This will include the use of computers for Christian Education, web-based communications for the church setting, multimedia presentations in the sanctuary, and state-of-the-art print material production. Students will obtain an understanding of the “behind-the-scenes” working technology that goes into the modern-day worship service, including sound production, lighting and stage design, computer aided-graphics and other aspects of the pre- and post production environment. 

Healthy Mentoring Organizations - There is a desperate need for adequate mentoring of ministers in the Church today.  Students are challenged to establish a viable mentoring relationship with an effective mentor while in the course.  They will investigate the shape and scope of mentoring within healthy religious and non-religious organization using various models offered in the curriculum. 

Essentials for Assimilation - Focusing on disciples rather than converts, this course will give students the tools and skills to establish an effective assimilation program for new converts, seekers, and maturing Christians.   Numerous proven discipleship approaches are presented, discussed and evaluated.  Students will likely be linked with a new converts, seeker or maturing Christian throughout the duration of the course to get “hands-on” experience in dealing with the issues the church faces in assimilation.

Evangelism in a Complex World -The aim of this course is to look at evangelism from the viewpoint of those being evangelized.  This involves learning to exegete the cultural milieu of the evangelism field through demographic analysis, discussion of predominant world views, and learning to communicate the non-negotiable elements of the Gospel accurately to various subcultures (post-moderns, millennial teens, atheistic intellects, etc.). Particular emphasis is placed on the fast-changing perspectives of contemporary Western culture due to “post-modern” influences. 

Authentic Healing Communities that Help Churches Grow -This course would explore the organization and nurture of authentic redemptive communities within the church and para-church setting.  Students will learn about issues pertaining to leadership development, effectiveness training and overall supervision of communal therapeutic interventions are explored. 

Leadership Essentials - Principles of effective leadership are promulgated. Various proven models of church leadership may be investigated such as management focus (John Maxwell); learning organizations (Peter Senge); personal evaluation (Stephen Covey); intense discipleship (Daniel Brown).  
Ministry Practicum (On-site supervisors and practicum advisors)
This is a core component to the program. Students will make a co-commitment, along with on-site supervisors, to meet once a week throughout the semester to discuss relevant issues pertaining to the real-world application of principles derived from their academic study and how these are implemented in practical application. Meet for the four consecutive semesters prior to graduation. 

